Upton Historical Commission Meeting
January 12, 2016

The Upton Historical Commission (UHC) met at 7 pm on January 12, 2016 at Town Hall lower level
meeting room. In attendance were Cathy Taylor, Joyce Heywood, Jim Brochu and George Patterson and
Howie Glassman. Russ Wood, Vincent Roy, Blythe Robinson and Matt Connell in attendance.

Minutes of December 2015 Meeting. Minutes were approved unanimously with minor corrections.

Treasurer’s Report: AS of December 2015. Howie Glassman reported $3,426.47 in the UHC Revolving
account and $762.52 in the expense account (both unchanged).

Demo Delay - Preservation @3 Centennial Court. Matt Connell’s (owner) 3 Centennial Court property
was offered to the town as a potential candidate (Plan A) for the location of a recently proposed new
library, but has been turned down in favor of another location owned by the town in West Upton. Matt
Connell presented updated information and drawing on his Garage/Condo concept which attempts to
preserve the original structure and historical “look and feel” using key structural updates and minor
additions (Plan B). UHC members approves of the concept plan and reiterated our commitment to
assisting him with information and expert-level historic renovation/preservation contacts. Matt agrees
to proceed with written estimates of renovation costs and determining best way to utilize MA state tax
credits. In addition, more information is needed on fire safety requirements (i.e., sprinklers), water &
sewer access for indoor plumbing, and clarification on Russell Rd. ownership (i.e., snow plowing). Matt
Connell agreed to keep the UHC informed on his progress.

Demo Delay - Preservation @2 Grove Street. George Patterson contacted Gary Sylvester's Building
Movers and Excavators (East Falmouth, MA), a local moving company that specializes in relocating large
structures. The typical cost to move a physical structure like this one to a new location (in close
proximity to its current location) is typically at a minimum about $5K per day and could take up to 8-10
days. Jim Brochu reiterated the Town’s support for trying to preserve the historical building by offering
it for sale (e.g., for one dollar to a private party willing to preserve its historical significance) via an RFP
process. He did express that the town is concerned with how to execute the proper language to insure a
clearly articulated RFP decision process. Cathy Taylor agreed to contact and/or email Mass Historical and
inquire about similar sample RFP templates that the town could use as a guide in crafting the RFP. In
addition, she agreed to forward any documents to the town which could be helpful.

Conservation Restriction for Upton Heritage Park. Vincent Roy from Upton DPW has agree to assume
responsibility for on-going maintenance of Upton Heritage Park. The final version has received some
minor revisions and has been reviewed and approved by Metacomet and the Attorney for the Town of
Upton. These changes were discussed, a motion was made to accept this final version and was
unanimously approved. In addition, the town plans to propose $2,000 for park maintenance in their
upcoming 2016 yearly budget.

Update Community Preservation Commission UHC liaison member. A brief discussion was held
regarding improving overall communications. Russ Wood agreed to contact Donna Desjardins for a
monthly information update of any new activities pertinent to him prior to attending CPC meetings. A
motion was made and approved unanimously for Russ Wood to continue in this role.

Cathy Taylor distributed a UHC 2015 Summary draft for the Town’s Annual Report.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 pm. Howie Glassman



