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Meeting Minutes – Wednesday 10/28/2015 
 
To:  Members of Upton Conservation Commission 
CC:  Kelly McElreath, Town Clerk 
From:  Denise Smith, Administrative Assistant 
 
Members Attending: 
Chris Scott, Mike Penko, Scott Heim, Tom Jango, Sandy Lajoie, Alan Miano and Marcella Stasa 
Mary Overholt (Associate); Selby (Agent) 
 
7:00 PM  Beaver Activity - Southboro Rd 

- Tom Jango gave an update; DPW is willing to move the material from the dam removal; do we still 
want to remove the dam?  The water level is low and there has been no recent activity.  Would create a 
10-12 foot opening.  As the Commission already voted to remove the dam we will move forward with 
doing so. 

- Tom will contact Greg Trussell and have him coordinate w/ Vin Roy (DPW) about where to dump the 
material he removes. 

 
7:10 PM Agent’s Report 

- Per submitted report dated 10/15/15 thru 10/28/15. 
- Reviewing the Merriam Way CRs; suggest having them re-surveyed; will see if we could use funds 

from the Wood Turtle account as this is their habitat. 
 
7:30 PM General Business/Active Items 
MM – Motion to approve minutes from the 10/14/15 meetings – 2nd & approved. 
Website – General updates. 
OSC – Town counsel has reviewed the Ryan Parcel deed; they suggest a title search and that we should review 
the utility easement and inspect the property (site walk); also that we should verify that the boundaries shown 
on the plan; the Ryan’s have proposed the name “Pixie’s Park”.  Selby will walk the property; motion made to 
accept the name “Pixie’s Park” – 2nd and approved. We will need to discuss with Blythe about the title search 
and boundary review. 
Admin/Finance – Motion to sign voucher – 2nd & approved; NO meeting on 11/11 (Veteran’s Day) or 11/25 
(Thanksgiving) but will meet on Wednesday, November 18th at 7 pm in Rm 203. 
Whitney Conservation Area/Parking Easement – Discussed w/ Blythe Glenn Odone’s offer to do the 
survey pro-bono; we can accept his offer and send a letter to Greg.  Need to create a team (3 members) to work 
w/ the Potheau’s; the following items need to be finalized: 1) survey of parking easement; 2) mark the 
boundaries of the easement; 3) sign for the parking area; 4) location of the covered kiosk; 5) placement of the 
WCA sign on North St; and 6) snow removal policy and plan.  Alan suggest that we meet w/ the Potheau’s at 
the next BOS meeting to discuss these 6 items; goal is to finish the parking area; a suggestion was made to 
have Mr. Potheau plow the parking area and in turn he can park his truck in the lot, however, it was brought up 
that town counsel does not recommend Mr. Potheau do any maintenance on the property (easement), the Town 
should come up with its own plan; we should retain a private operator to plow; how are we going to delineate 
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the eastern end?  Needs to be permanent – Alan has some suggestions; Metacomet still has funds for WCA and 
could be used to purchase and install markers. Bill Taylor will contact Blythe for discussion of these items. 
 
8:00 PM NOI – Upton Solar Installation  Alan Clapp/Nexamp & 
                          Off Milford St/Chestnut St   Travis Brown/Andrews Survey & Engr. 

- Proposed installation of a 2 megawatt facility off Milford St; existing gravel access; site is 
approximately 61 acres. 

- Panels will be located on roughly 10 acres; cutting/clearing trees will be to the limit of grading as 
shown on the plan; panels will be 3’ off the ground at their lowest point; a 7’ chain link fence will 
surround the panels; could the fence be raised off the ground to allow for turtles and other small 
creatures to pass through? 

- Project is outside the 100’ buffer zone except for the entrance. 
- Site is not visible from Milford St or Chestnut St; nearest abutters are several hundred feet away. 
- A public hearing w/ the Planning Board has been set for Nov. 24th. 
- Selby has walked the property and noted that there is an area that looks like it was previously flagged 

would like to have that checked. 
- Steeps slopes will require grading; will plant grass under the panels; vegetation will be mowed or 

weed wacked maybe twice a year if needed; no herbicide; suggest using a pollinator seed mix. 
- No vernal pools. 
- Gravel will be brought in for the road; won’t plow in winter unless there is a problem. 
- Stormwater basins will be gated for maintenance purposes. 
- Erosion controls – straw wattles, filter mitt and compost mulch socks; suggest using stump grindings 

and wood chips from the on-site cutting; steep slopes will be seeded no rip rap. 
- Stormwater Management Report –per the Planning Board review – their engineer (Fay, Spofford & 

Thorndike) is reviewing. 
- Abutter’s concerns include:  

 Impacts to the wildlife 
 Erosion (answer: see above) 
 How close is this from the RR tracks? (answer: over 200 feet) 
 How long is the construction period? (answer: 3-4 months; stabilization of the site will be a 

couple growing seasons) 
 Blasting? (answer: may be the need for some) 

- Commission will do a site walk prior to the next meeting; site walk proposed for Saturday, Nov. 7th at 
10:00 am; public is invited (per applicants approval); abutter across Milford St has ok’d to park on his 
property for the site walk. 

- Public hearing continued to Nov. 18th at 7:30 pm. 
 
8:30 PM RDA 53 Warren St      Margaret Bacon/Civil Site Engr. 

- Septic repair for existing 3 bedroom house w/ failed septic system. 
- Installing a new Presby System; will be outside the 50’ buffer zone; only 1 tree will be removed; plan 

has been approved by the BOH; this new system will limit the amount of fill. 
- Removing the existing tank. 
- Erosion control: will use a 12” mulch sock with a silt fence. 
- Selby recommends a Neg. #3. 
- Hearing closed; Motion to issue a Negative #3 Determination – 2nd & approved. 

 
8:40 PM NOI - 12 Shore Dr     Janet Gardner 

- Installing a new well; a new septic was installed (per approved NOI); will need a waiver from the 
BOH. 

- Erosion controls: straw wattles around the drilling site; they can be removed once the well is installed 
and site is cleaned up. 

- Public hearing closed. 
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8:50 PM Continued General Business Items 
Warren Town parcel – potential name? Do we want to put up a sign for the trail which runs Coach Rd to 
Warren St; we should remove some of the structures (ramps/jumps) that have been built on the property for 
safety purposes? 
Turtle Project – still waiting for the report. 
Moth Study – Tom Dodd has identified 160 species. 
Forestry – waiting for Mass Audubon input. 
Cook Property (Milford St) – Chris still trying to contact the owner to set up a site visit. 
STM – Tuesday, Nov. 17th – Conservation Fund warrant article. 
Finance Committee Meeting – we’ve been invited to attend their meeting on Thursday 11/5/15 at 7:15 pm to 
discuss the use of Conservation Fund and the Stefan’s land access. 
Motions: 

- Motion to issue and sign the OOC for 12 Shore Dr – 2nd & approved. 
 
 
9:10 PM Motion to Adjourn – 2nd & Approved 
 
 
Minutes approved on:    _____________ 
 

 
_____________________________   _____________________________ 
 
_____________________________   _____________________________ 
 
_____________________________   _____________________________  
 
_____________________________   _____________________________  
 

 
Document List – 10/28/15 

1) Con Com Agenda 
2) Agent’s report 9/10 – 9/23/15 
3) Sign-in sheet 

 
 


