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Commission 

MEETING 
MINUTES 
September 13, 2016 
Members	Present:	Chairman	Donna	Desjardins,	Howie	Glassman,	George	Patterson,	Jim	
Brochu,	Russ	Wood,	Joan	Burrell.	Don	Spargo,	Alternate:	Katherine	Worsham	

Guest:	Bill	Taylor:	Open	Space	Committee	

1. At 7:06PM, the Chairman opened the meeting and reviewed the Agenda. 
2. Minutes from the August 25th meeting will be presented at next meeting. 
3. Howie reported that there were no changes in the balances in the Historical 

Commission’s accounts. They remain as follows: 
a. UHC Gift Account:   $3,165.86 
b. Standard Expense Account:  $1,000.00 
c. Salaries Account:   $   631.00 

4. Bill Taylor from the Open Space Committee told the Commission that while going 
through the Historical Society’s storage room they discovered five plaques numbered 1, 
3, 4, 5, and 6 which were meant to be installed in each of the district school houses. He 
believes they may have been acquired back in 2000 by Mr. Howarth. They all come with 
hardware and are ready to mount on a piece of granite or stone. Bill said there is a 
company in Medway that may have the necessary materials. Bill Taylor will get the 
specific locations while Donna, Joan, and Howie will look into getting an estimated cost 
to mount. Suggestion made to look into the possibility of this being an Eagle Scout 
project. 

5. Donna updated the Commission on the Demo Delays in progress.  
a. 3 Centennial Court: Donna spoke with Matt Connell about the project. His key 

contractor and designer passed away, but he continued to work on the project with 
his brother-in-law until mid-spring. His brother-in-law has experience with 
antique structures and was positive but, due to both of their schedules the project 
went to the “back burner”. One of the neighbors recently expressed interest in the 
project which in turn reignited Matt’s desire to address the complexities of the 
project. He is willing to extend the demo delay (six months). He plans on meeting 
with the Commission either October 11th or November 8th with an update. 

b. 2 Grove St.: Donna and her husband Richard took numerous pictures intended to 
show layout, existing finishes, etc. with the intention of organizing the photos for 
the town’s records. Measurements were made of the rooms to show the existing 
floor plan. If anyone is interested and has an architectural program available 
Donna is happy to pass along the measurements and conceptual drawing. 
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Jim Brochu added that he had recovered several pieces of granite and beams from 
the site. The plan is to use the pieces of granite for benches around town. 
Regarding the site, a parking plan has been drawn up. Jim will get a hold of the 
draft copy to show the Commission at a future meeting. 

6. A resident previously requested information on how to go about preserving historic 
buildings/homes. Howie told the Commission there are two ways to address such a 
project: 

a. Take a single property and create a historic district. This is a lengthy process that 
ultimately requires state approval. A Preservation Easement/Restriction is 
obtained under MGL Chapter 21.  

b. Obtain the help of Historic New England (Historicnewengland.org). For a fee of 
$500.00 they will shepherd you through the entire preservation process. You 
decide how much work you’d like to have done and they basically act as a 
personal representative for you.  

7. The receiver currently working on 14 North Main St. let the Commission know that they 
are not sure the building can be rehabilitated and may face demolition. The property is 
privately owned by the bank. 

8. Heritage Day Tours will be occurring on Saturday October 1st from 11:00-2:00.  
9. Cathy Taylor requested that there be an increase in the amount of funds to pay for OSL 

(Optically Stimulated Luminescence) testing to try to determine the age of the creek bed 
and area surrounding the cave. OSL dating is used to estimate soil development rates. 
Funds in the amount of $1,175.00 were previously gifted to the Commission for this 
specific purpose. Each sample taken costs $500.00. Motion was made and approved that 
the original request of $500.00 be increased to $1,000.00 

10. The Commission reviewed a request from Michael Campbell, owner of the Rose Garden, 
to hold a Halloween Haunted Trail event at Heritage Park on October 22, 23, and 24th. 
The trail begins at the back of the Rose Garden restaurant parking lot and extends 
towards but not over the bridge leading up to the cave. Parking would be at the parking 
lot next to the VFW. Mr. Campbell will be addressing the request with the Police, Fire, 
and DPW officials as well. Hours would be from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM and admission 
would be $5 per person, $15.00 per family. 100% of funds raised will be donated to the 
Upton Bloomer girls  

Last year’s event was monitored very successfully and raised considerable funds for the 
Bloomer Girls. Motion was made and approved to accept Mr. Campbell’s request to use 
Heritage Park for the 3 day Halloween community event. 
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11. Motion was made and approved to appoint Russ Wood as UHC Representative to the 
Community Preservation Committee.  

12. New Member shared the “Property Owners Informational Handbook and Design 
Guidelines published by the Grafton Historic District Commission. Donna will look into 
what the Town of Upton may have that is similar and present it at a future meeting. 

13. Bill Taylor mentioned that there are plans that can be found on the Historic New England 
website for various historic places in town. 

14. Donna requested that members look through their paperwork to see if they have any 
previous meeting minutes that could be forwarded to Kelly McElreath for publishing on 
the town’s website. 

15. Meeting adjourned at 8:20 PM. 

 

   


