TOWN OF UPTON, MASSACHUSETTS

BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Memo To: Board of Selectmen
From: Blythe C. Robinson, Town Manager
Date: February 19, 2016
Re: Town Manager’s Weekly Report
Warrants:
e Payroll: S 86,273.84

e Expense Warrant: $110,419.86

For Your Information/Follow Up:

e We received notice from the Board of Health that they have issued a notice to vacate to
the owners of Fox Four Paintball on Milford Street. Apparently a portion of the building
is being used for an illegal apartment.

e The Attorney General’s Office has moved forward to file the documents necessary to
request that a judge in Housing Court appoint a receiver to make the repairs required at
#14 North Main Street. The owners and lien holders of this property have not been
willing to take on this work, so the next step in the process is to have a receiver
appointed. A court date will be set for a day in March.

e Two warrants were posted in town this week, the first for the presidential primary
election on March 1%, and the special town meeting on March 3.

e The Men’s Club has placed the snowman on the Pratt Pond Ice as part of their “Ice-Out
Challenge”. You can go to their website to place your bet as to when the ice is thin
enough that the snowman will take the plunge.

e Interviews went well this week to fill the full-time Communications Officer position.
Eight candidates were interviewed by the panel and we anticipate having a
recommendation to you at the March 1% meeting.

e | have started working with an outside agent regarding health insurance, who will be
assisting me to obtain quotes for coverage equal to what we have through MIIA/Blue
Cross. We are doing this to see what the alternative cost would be from other carriers
to the increase we expect from MIIA next year of 12.8%. It will be important to
determine if other carriers can match the plan, and provide an equivalent list of doctors
that won’t require employees to switch. We’'ll be exploring this with the IAC soon after
the information comes in.

e | attended a presentation in Worcester regarding the State’s “Complete Streets”
program on Tuesday. This is a policy of the state by which streets are designed and
constructed to be safe and accessible to all users and utilizes a variety of transportation
modes. If the Town were to adopt this, on streets where work is planned, the Town
would look to accommodate not only cars and trucks, but also pedestrians, bicyclists,

BOARD OF SELECTMEN TOWN MANAGER
Kenneth E. Picard, Chairman Blythe C. Robinson
James A. Brochu One Main Street » Suite 1 » Upton, MA 01568

Robert J. Fleming T: 508.529.6901 « F:508.529.1010



and in some cases perhaps transit vehicles. The State has pledged funds to communities
who adopt this for design and limited construction. It is a topic we ought to discuss at
some point this year.

Just a reminder to all that the warrant is open for the annual town meeting to be held
on May 5%. The warrant closes on Monday, March 16™.



