TOWN OF UPTON, MASSACHUSETTS

BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Memo To: Board of Selectmen
From: Blythe C. Robinson, Town Manager
Date: May 27, 2016
Re: Town Manager’s Weekly Report
Warrants:
e Payroll: S 91,390.53

e Expense Warrant: $ 350,067.20

For Your Information/Follow Up:

e Just a reminder that the annual Memorial Day Parade steps off from the school at 10
AM on Monday and the ceremony on the Town Common should start about 10:45 AM.
Town Offices will be closed in celebration of the holiday.

e |t appears that the process to turn the property at #2 Grove Street into a parking lot will
be a little more involved than first anticipated. While the building demolition is fairly
straightforward, the project will require some outside engineering to enable us to file a
Notice of Intent with the Conservation Commission and a site plan review with the
Planning Board, both of which require public hearings. We have gotten a proposal from
a local engineer and are finalizing the scope of work so that can be done.

e Town Government Day was held on Wednesday — our annual project with Memorial
School to teach the 3™ grade class about how Town government works. The students
held a mock Town Meeting and then visited all of the offices to learn a little bit about
what we do. As always it was a good time and the kids really seemed to enjoy
themselves.

e There was good attendance at the forum held by the Boards on Wednesday night
seeking citizen input on the construction of a new gas pipeline through Upton by
Algonquin Gas, LLC. About 40 people attended and 10 gave testimony. Chairman
Brochu has signed the letter we will be sending to FERC a summation of that testimony
as well as any written comments we receive by the deadline on May 315t

e | attended training put on by the EPA and State DEP on Wednesday regarding the new
MS4 storm water permit. That final permit for Massachusetts has been released, and it
officially goes into effect on July 1, 2017. There are a number of requirements that the
Town will need to comply with, but we are off to a good start as a member of the
Central Mass Storm Water Coalition, and the dollars we’ve budgeted over the past few
years to tackle such work as mapping all of our catch basins, drainage pipes and outfalls.

e Our Animal Control Officer Mike Moran has been attending state mandated training for
all ACO’s recently and has notified me that there are some new requirements regarding
dogs. In the future we will have to require that any persons running a dog day care

BOARD OF SELECTMEN TOWN MANAGER
James A. Brochu, Chairman Blythe C. Robinson
Robert J. Fleming One Main Street  Suite 1 « Upton, MA 01568

Gary Daugherty T: 508.529.6901 « F:508.529.1010



facility must apply for a kennel license, that there are stricter regulations for logging and
reporting animals killed on the road, and if we open an emergency shelter our
emergency preparedness plan must make provisions to house dogs, cats and other
household pets.
The receiver that has been appointed by the Worcester Housing Court to address the
deficiencies of 14 Hartford Avenue North has submitted a budget to the court of just
over $63,000 to make the required repairs. The Court is set to act on that on June 1%t
| received a nice phone call from Senator Moore on Thursday to let me know that he
was successful in including a grant in the Senate version of the State budget for $27,000
we have requested to purchase 13 replacement defibrillators for our Police and
Fire/EMS departments. As you know we passed a warrant article for this at Town
Meeting, but hopefully it was only a placeholder if this grant came through. The next
step is for the House and Senate to conference on the budget and iron out any
differences. We’ve alerted Representative Muradian to ask him to do all he can to help
keep this grant in the final version of the budget.
Please mark your calendars for an excellent training opportunity on Tuesday, June 14,
The Personnel Board will be offering a training program on how to conduct a successful
interview including questions that you can and cannot ask, led by Bob Carnegie. A well
thought out interview process is critical to making a good hiring decision, but also to
avoid asking questions that are not appropriate. Department heads and members of
boards and commissions are urged to attend. The training will be held in the morning in
the Fire Station Training Room.
A number of bids and RFP’s are in progress at this time. They include:

O RFP to seek land for purchase by the Town for a future new Library — due June

2nd,

There are a number of upcoming Town events that you may want to be aware of:

0 Hazardous Waste Collection Day — DPW Facility - June 4t

0 Police Fishing Derby —June 11t
As mentioned above the Household Hazardous Waste Day is June 4" and there is a
detailed flyer on the website from the Board of Health. Given that this event is held
once a year now and anticipated to be busy, residents are encouraged to review the
details so they are prepared that day to pay cash for the items for which we charge a
fee, and some items we cannot accept — such as Styrofoam.



