TOWN OF UPTON, MASSACHUSETTS

BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Memo To: Board of Selectmen
From: Blythe C. Robinson, Town Manager
Date: June 3, 2016
Re: Town Manager’s Weekly Report
Warrants:
e Payroll: S 80,285.20

e Expense Warrant: $1,038,779.82

For Your Information/Follow Up:

e Saturday is the Board of Health’s hazardous waste day. There is a detailed flyer on the
website from the Board of Health about what can be taken and how to pack your car to
get through the line efficiently. IMPORTANT NOTE — the BOH has decided that this will
be the last year that they also accept bulk trash and waste at this event. Over the years
the day has become more of people getting rid of televisions and other bulk items
rather than hazardous materials which is the intent. The Board will be handing out
flyers on Saturday announcing that in the future they will be reducing the cost of
stickers so people can leave items at the curb of their street for collection on a week
convenient for them, rather than saving it up for the once yearly event.

e The new “hot box” has arrived at DPW. As you recall, a State grant covered the majority
of the cost of this piece of equipment that will enable our DPW staff to make road
repairs in cold weather with a more permanent patch than we have been able to
accomplish in the past with “cold patch”. While we’re not looking forward to winter any
time soon, the opportunity to perform better repairs at less cost than we’ve been doing
in the past is something to look forward to.

e Our office received 17 emails and letters from residents expressing their concerns about
the construction of a new gas pipeline through Upton by Algonquin Gas, LLC. Copies of
all of that correspondence accompanied the letter written by the Board to FERC by their
May 31%t deadline. As you know this is the preliminary comment period, the full
application is not expected to be submitted to FERC until later this fall.

e Interviews will be taking place on Monday with two firms who submitted proposals to
assist the town in developing a comprehensive set of financial policies and procedures.
As you may recall we were awarded a state grant as part of joining the community
compact to get this work done, and it has been an item that our outside auditors have
urged us to do for several years. The Town Accountant, Treasurer/Collector and | will be
participating in these and plan to make an award this month so that work can
commence over the summer.
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The receiver that has been appointed by the Worcester Housing Court to address the
deficiencies of 14 Hartford Avenue North has submitted a budget to the court of just
over $63,000 to make the required repairs. The Court took that up on Wednesday and
approved all of the work with the exception of one item to be confirmed. That should
be all set by the end of the week and work can commence!
Summer road work has started. Grove Street from Main Street to the railroad tracks
was repaved this week, and the rest of the street will be done after July 1°t when further
funds approved at Town Meeting are available. As you may recall, work is also planned
on Westborough Road, North Street, and Crockett Road. A number of streets will also
be receiving crack sealing work over the summer.
As you may have heard, the House and Senate have agreed on reforms to the State’s
public records law and sent it to Governor Baker for signature. Once it has been signed
into law we will be providing you with updates on how it will affect Upton.
Please mark your calendars for an excellent training opportunity on Tuesday, June 14,
The Personnel Board will be offering a training program on how to conduct a successful
interview including questions that you can and cannot ask, led by Bob Carnegie. A well
thought out interview process is critical to making a good hiring decision, but also to
avoid asking questions that are not appropriate. Department heads and members of
boards and commissions are urged to attend. The training will be held in the morning in
the Fire Station Training Room.
We received two proposals this week in response to the RFP by the Library feasibility
committee seeking land for purchase by the Town for a future new Library.
There are a number of upcoming Town events that you may want to be aware of:

0 Hazardous Waste Collection Day — DPW Facility - June 4t

0 Police Fishing Derby — June 11t

0 Men’s Club fireworks — June 25%



