TOWN OF UPTON, MASSACHUSETTS

BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Memo To: Board of Selectmen
From: Blythe C. Robinson, Town Manager
Date: August 26, 2016
Re: Town Manager’s Weekly Report
Warrants:
e Payroll: S 94,909.60

Expense Warrant: $1,009,159.26

For Your Information/Follow Up:

We received notice from Mass DOT that they will be holding public hearings on the new
electronic tolling system for the Mass Pike and Tobin Bridge, and that hearings near us
will be held on September 6t at Union Station in Worcester and in Framingham on
September 13™". We’ve posted the notice on our website.

The home located at #60 School Street has been cleaned out of all personal effects and
the structure treated for flea infestation on several days to resolve that issue. Town
inspectors have evaluated the property this week and believe that the home is
structurally sound and able to be renovated. The Board of Health voted last night to
request of the State Attorney General that they take over the rehabilitation of the
property under their program and we will follow up with them. Our social services staff
continues to work with the owners to help them identify other housing opportunities.
The Massachusetts Coalition for Water Resources Stewardship has filed the appeal
which we joined of the EPA’s MS4 Permit. The Worcester Telegram has carried a story
on that this week. As the article notes, dozens of Massachusetts communities joined
the appeal that the more stringent regulations are an interpretation of the Clean Water
Act standards that goes farther than Congress intended. We'll keep you updated on
how this progresses.

CMRPC staff is continuing to refine the Village Center Zoning Bylaw based upon the
meeting held this week and comments they receive. It is our intent to have an updated
version for the Board to review at their September 13t meeting, and to hold a public
information meeting on the bylaw at the end of that month. If you have any comments
on the draft, which is now also on our website, please do let myself or Denise know.
The Public Works Director and | are working on updated procedures and requirements
for contractors that we hire annually for snow plowing operations. It has been strongly
recommended by our insurer MIIA that our insurance requirements of past years do not
adequately protect the Town against claims, and that our procedures to ensure all
trucks are registered, insured, inspected and such needed to be refined. We will be
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holding a meeting with all of our contractors to brief them on the new requirements
and assist them to be in compliance before winter begins.

On Monday, September 12t the State Department of Public Utilities will hold a public
hearing on the Town’s Community Choice Aggregation Plan. We are hopeful for
approval shortly after that so we can put the Town’s electricity bid out soon after and be
able to offer residents a lower supplied electricity price before winter.

| continue to remind everyone of the water restrictions that are in place as they are
every summer. The hot dry weather has persisted and if you’ve noticed the local news,
more towns are monitoring water use and ramping up restrictions. We have
appreciated the changes residents have made to comply with the restrictions and ask
that they continue to do so until there is some measurable rainfall. Thus, please
remember that no outdoor watering is allowed except by hand from 9 AM — 5 PM.

The demolition of the building at #2 Grove Street is likely to occur next week as the
water and sewer connections were removed this week.



