TOWN OF UPTON, MASSACHUSETTS

BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Memo To: Board of Selectmen
From: Blythe C. Robinson, Town Manager
Date: January 9, 2015
Re: Town Manager’s Weekly Report
Warrants:
e Payroll: S 91,240.90

e Expense Warrant: S 504,268.57

For Your Information/Follow Up:

e | hope everyone had a very happy New Year’s holiday! Cold weather has arrived with
the New Year. We’re monitoring all buildings closely and thus far have had no issues to
report.

e Good news after Governor Baker’s inauguration this week that he has formally released
$100 million of Chapter 90 monies from last year that Governor Patrick had chosen to
keep back. This will be helpful towards meeting our goals of road improvement this
next construction season. He’s also pledged not to reduce local aid which is welcomed
news for this year’s budget and the one we will be planning.

e Governor Baker was in Upton Friday at Blackstone Valley Tech along with the Lieutenant
Governor. They were spending their day in Central Massachusetts highlighting
education, technology and business. The pep rally at the school was overwhelmingly
loud and enthusiastic. It was wonderful to have the new Governor pay a visit to Upton
on just his second day in office.

e This week we welcomed three new staff persons — Bonnie Flink as the Town’s
Recreation Director, and Edwin Wojdag and John Saulen who will be serving as part-
time Van Driver’s for the COA. We’re looking forward to their contributions to the Town
and our residents in the coming years.

e We have resolved the claim for the damage done to the chillers at the Library as the
result of a car hitting them last month. The insurance company will be covering almost
all of the cost to replace both units as well as replace the plantings that were damaged.
We’'ll schedule that work as the weather permits and before the need for air
conditioning arises.

e We are working with the Gasco gas station to set up a system for purchasing fuel from
them in the near future. They consistently offer lower pricing than the BP Station, and
they also sell diesel fuel which BP does not. We’ve used BP for a number of years
because they accept a fleet fuel card rather than our needing to give employees credit
cards or be reimbursed. The fleet card is convenient, however in the interest of saving
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money and giving us another source of diesel fuel should we have trouble obtaining it at
the DPW garage we’re exploring the change as long as we can put in place the proper
controls.

The Cemetery Commissioners will soon be moving their records into the secure space at
Town Hall. This week we issued them keys to the building and cabinet so they are all
set.

We received 17 applications for the DPW Director position. The Personnel Board meets
next week to qualify candidates for interview.

We have the 2007 Dodge Charger up for auction presently with a reserve of $5,000. We
are also in the process of selling Fire Engine #2 to the City of Gloucester where it will be
in service as a back up engine for that department.



