TOWN OF UPTON, MASSACHUSETTS

BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Memo To: Board of Selectmen
From: Blythe C. Robinson, Town Manager
Date: March 13, 2015
Re: Town Manager’s Weekly Report
Warrants:

Payroll: S 82,847.25
Expense Warrant: $ 206,839.20

For Your Information/Follow Up:

Some interesting information from our Veteran’s Agent — Robin Fletcher showed me
some data for Upton regarding Federal Veteran’s benefits. Apparently, in FY 2014 there
were 50 veterans in Upton receiving benefits totaling about $135,000.

Finally, a week with no snow! We continued snow removal operations on Main Street
towards Town Hall as well as a few other locations and most sidewalks are now clear.
We also had a crew in and put hot asphalt mix down on High Street to address some of
the more serious potholes that have resulted from this difficult winter.

A reminder that the open meeting law training was rescheduled to March 23™ — please
contact Sandy to sign up either for the 3 PM or 6 PM session.

Last call for any articles for the annual town meeting warrant which closes on March
15 Any articles planned by committees or petition need to be turned in by that date.
The Recreation Commission awarded a contract this week to Vermont Recreation to
renovate the tennis and basketball courts at Kiwanis Beach. Hopefully the snow will not
be on the ground too far into spring, and this work can be complete before summer
programs begin in June.

The budget is in progress with the Finance Committee and Selectmen scheduled to meet
next week to decide how to go forward. With some numbers still in flux, the gap is over
$1.2 million. It is anticipated that an override question will be placed on the annual
election ballot for May 1°.

In case you didn’t see it in the news, Upton is to be named a Purple Heart Community.
Leo Agnew, Commander of the Massachusetts division of the Military Order of the
Purple Heart will be at the Board’s April 7" meeting to award the proclamation which
honors military personnel wounded or killed on combat. Please join us to celebrate this
recognition.

Governor Baker has announced a Chapter 90 bond bill for this season of $200 million.
This, along with the $100 million he released from a prior year will mean approximately
$520,000 in road repair funds for Upton this year.
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