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Memo To: Board of Selectmen 
From:  Blythe C. Robinson, Town Manager 
Date:  April 11, 2014 
Re:  Town Manager’s Weekly Report 
 
Warrants:     

 Payroll:   $  80,713.63  
 Expense Warrant: $  40,795.64 
 

For Your Information/Follow Up: 
 

 The Town Hall project continues to make good progress.  The ground floor framing of 
office and other spaces is nearly complete and electrical and plumbing is also being 
installed, with sprinkler work to begin next week.  The site work will also start next 
week, and plasterers are scheduled to come in to begin work in May.  With the decision 
that it was not feasible to have BVT build the casework for the ground floor entry ramp 
the architect is looking at cost effective options for this instead of the $11,000 that would 
have been charged to have the millwork contractor build what was specified.  BVT is 
building the storage shed for the rear of the building at a savings of about $400 from what 
we estimated to buy one already built.  We had a keying meeting last week to determine 
how the key systems would be set up, who would have access to what areas, etc.  This is 
an important aspect to overall building security.       

 We received good news from the MCAD this week.  A complaint had been brought 
against the Town for discrimination by a police officer in 2008 regarding the way in 
which a traffic ticket was written.  The case has been stalled for several years and the 
complainant not cooperative with regard to the process to bring it to the next step.  We 
asked the MCAD late last year to dismiss the case because of this and they have finally 
decided to do so.  We steadfastly held that no discrimination had ever taken place, so 
we’re glad it is behind us.  

 You might be interested to know that we are recording the meetings that we tape for 
cable in high definition.  Due to the analog channels that Charter provides for local access 
this doesn’t come across when you are watching it on TV, but when they catch up to us 
you will notice a difference.   

 Proposals are due in our office on Monday the 14th for sale of the two lots owned by the 
Town on Orchard Street.  We had two interested parties attend the proposal meeting last 
week so we’ll see what type of activity this brings.   

 Congratulations to Police Officer/School Resource Officer Carl Ambrosino for the 
Exceptional Service Award from the Municipal Juvenile Police Officer Association on 
Wednesday.  Carl was nominated by his peers for his excellent work as Upton’s SRO and 
juvenile officer.   We’re very proud of his accomplishment.         



 State revenues have inched up slightly with the publishing of the House Ways and Means 
version of the budget.  The house version of the budget includes slightly higher amounts 
for State owned land and library grants.         

 On Friday the COA, in conjunction with Tri Valley held a volunteer luncheon to 
recognize all of the volunteers that assist at the Upton Center.  It was a nice affair and 
way to thank folks who help us help others.  Thank you Janice for organizing this, as well 
as your team.        

 The Board of Health is planning to hold a household hazardous waste collection day on 
Saturday, April 26th at the DPW.  They will be holding a paper shredding day before the 
end of the fiscal year, likely to be in late May or early June.    

 The Governor announced this week the release of $30 million in Chapter 90 funds that 
can be used by communities to make emergency or pothole repairs.  Normally such funds 
cannot be made for small repairs, but an exception has been made after the very difficult 
winter.  While funding to make road repairs is always welcomed, releasing a larger 
amount of funds for longer term projects might have been a better use of State bond funds 
than fairly temporary patches.  Nevertheless we will put these dollars to the best use 
possible in conformance with the rules.   
 
   
 
 


