TOWN OF UPTON, MASSACHUSETTS

BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Memo To: Board of Selectmen
From: Blythe C. Robinson, Town Manager
Date: April 17, 2015
Re: Town Manager’s Weekly Report
Warrants:

Payroll: S 77,004.94
Expense Warrant: $222,464.93

For Your Information/Follow Up:

President Obama has approved the FEMA disaster declaration for the storm that
occurred on January 26-28. This will result in payment to Upton of about $55,000 which
will be welcomed given the fact that we’ve spent about $430,000 on snow removal
efforts this year. It does not look promising that the Governor’s request for three other
storms will be realized.

Spring cleanup continues with repairs throughout town of fencing, curbing and the like.
We contract out the street sweeping portion of our work and that is scheduled to begin
on May 4. Sidewalk cleaning along Main Street will also be done and coordinated with
Mass DOT so that the debris that ends up on Main Street is not there very long before
the sweeping they do of this State road commences.

The Police Department has sent out a press release regarding the funeral to be held on
Monday for Corporal John Dawson at St. Gabriel’s Church on Mendon Street. Although
he was a resident of Northbridge the funeral will be in Upton because the Northbridge
church is under renovation. It is anticipated that there will be large number of
attendees and traffic maybe impacted for the 11 AM service and afterwards. Our Police
& Fire Chiefs have spent considerable time planning for this during the week to ensure
public safety, that of the dignitaries attending, and traffic matters overall. With the
Boston Marathon stepping off in Hopkinton on the same morning much coordination
has been required.

| would like to remind everyone about important upcoming dates on the Town’s
calendar. May 4™ is the annual election, May 7" is the Annual Town Meeting, and on
that date the voters will be voting on the override question. In order to be
implemented it needs to be voted on both at Town Meeting and the Special election
scheduled for May 18th. Because the full budget anticipates passage of the override, at
the May 7" meeting the voters will be asked to delay all articles that raise and
appropriate funds from taxation until an adjourned Town Meeting on Thursday, June
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4™ That way we ensure that a budget is not passed that cannot be implemented if the
override does not pass. It will also provide us time to reduce the budget as need be.
The House version of the State budget has come out for FY 16. There is good news for
schools with the House proposing higher regional transportation and per student
Chapter 70 funds. On the town side there is only a slight increase of $21 dollars in
Library grants. Of course we need to see what the Senate version looks like and then
how the Governor and Legislature resolve any differences.

The Board of Assessor’s has been working on their project to identify the owners of
properties for which no clear owner has existed. As you know, without an identifiable
owner a tax bill cannot be sent, so a parcel shows up as having uncollected outstanding
taxes. This is quite a complicated process for which they have retained outside
expertise to investigate. Of the first three properties reviewed it appears that two may
be State property and one may be a parcel that is town-owned and possibly able to be
developed. More details to come as they are available.

Upcoming activities around Town are: Candidates night next Thursday April 23™ at
Town Hall, Loyalty Day is scheduled for Sunday, April 26™", and the Board of Health has
planned this year’s household hazardous waste day for Saturday, May 2",

Just a reminder that Town Hall will be closed on Monday in observance of Patriots Day.



