TOWN OF UPTON, MASSACHUSETTS

BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Memo To: Board of Selectmen
From: Blythe C. Robinson, Town Manager
Date: October 23, 2015
Re: Town Manager’s Weekly Report
Warrants:

Payroll: S 76,908.98
Expense Warrant: $ 38,195.20

For Your Information/Follow Up:

The COA sponsored health fair was a wonderful success on Wednesday. It was great to
see the Main Hall full of people, getting information and assistance on a wide range of
matters. Well done Janice, Jessica and Bernadette!

The State Dept. of Transportation held the 25% design public hearing for our “TIP”
project on Thursday night. There were about 50 residents in the audience who shared a
number of concerns, many around the access for Dunkin Donuts, and the overall speed
limits on the roads in the plan. The State will be taking the comments into
consideration, and our engineers will now turn to completing the design to 75% and
turning that in for approval. They will also be following up with some individual
homeowners who had concerns and questions as to how the project would impact
them.

| had a productive meeting with Steve Sette, the Hopedale Town Administrator on
Thursday. We met to discuss opportunities for service sharing, and came up with some
good ideas about equipment and staffing. We’ll be sharing some more information to
see what makes sense and bringing it back to our boards for more discussion.

On Wednesday | participated in a site walk with CMRPC and Gary Bohan from the
Planning Board regarding the proposed Village Center zoning district. We looked
carefully at the entire area from approximately the Gasco gas station all the way to 149
Main Street. CMPRC is going to update the proposed zone limits and send that to the
Planning Board for further discussion. The goal is to have a warrant article to provide to
Town Meeting next May.

It was wonderful to have a visit from the Lieutenant Governor on Friday. She was here
to execute the Community Compact that we’ve decided to participate in. As you recall,
we’re going to focus our first project on improving our fiscal policies. We were joined by
our State delegation and the Board of Selectmen Chair from Mendon so their compact
could be signed as well.
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e We received notice this week the First Circuit Court of Appeals had taken up the
decision of the STB regarding the Grafton & Upton Railroad wood pellet facility that had
been brought by seven neighbors to the plant. The Court has remanded back to the STB
that decision for further review. We will await the outcome of that process to see what
direction it takes.



