TOWN OF UPTON, MASSACHUSETTS

BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Memo To: Board of Selectmen
From: Blythe C. Robinson, Town Manager
Date: December 24, 2015
Re: Town Manager’s Weekly Report
Warrants:

Payroll: S 80,768.97
Expense Warrant: $112,937.74

For Your Information/Follow Up:

Happy Holidays! As you would expect, Town Hall will be closed tomorrow and again
next Friday as we celebrate Christmas and New Year’s.

I’'m pleased to report that the Main Hall is becoming busy with Recreation programs.
For a month or so we’ve had a Zumba class on Saturday mornings, and beginning mid-
January we’ll be having an exercise class on Wednesday late afternoons. The adult
women’s basketball league will be returning to their Monday night schedule starting at
the end of January for the winter.

The auction ended on the 2009 Ford Explorer on Tuesday. The high bid was $2,500 and
the buyer from Wisconsin will be out next week to pick it up.

As we’ve discussed, there is a proposal on the table to expand the Algonquin natural gas
pipeline, including a new spur called the West Boylston lateral that would go through
Upton. The Library has received a set of documents including the project description
and resource reports in PDF form. Please reach out to the Library if you’d like a copy of
this, and he will be making them available to the public as well.

| had a meeting on Wednesday with representatives from Colonial Power regarding
Community Choice Aggregation. As you may recall, we had sought to join the program
being promoted by the Hampshire Council of Governments to seek DPUC approval for a
bid on behalf of the Hampshire County Towns and a number of others, to lock into
lower cost supplied electricity for residents and businesses in our Towns than we
currently receive from National Grid. The DPUC denied the application by Hampshire
COG, and they had decided not to pursue it any further. Colonial Power was the first
group to offer this service in Massachusetts, and they are able to assume the contract
we had with Hampshire COG. Colonial has successfully helped a number of area
communities who have been satisfied with their service, so | would like to see if we
would like to do the same. I'll be putting this on an upcoming agenda to discuss.
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All of the Town Hall records that went out for storage and then cleaning are being
delivered back to Town Hall on Wednesday the 30t™. We’ll be busy organizing those so
they can be loaded into the high density storage room.

Just a reminder that there are a few things that hopefully are getting attention even
during the holiday season:

0 Website upgrade — survey responses are due regarding every department and
board page — to decide if all content is being moved over to the new site, or if
changes are required

0 Performance evaluations are due by the end of the month

0 Sexual harassment signoffs on the policy are also due this month

O Budgets — operating budgets are due as well!!!

Best wishes for a Merry Christmas and a happy and healthy new year to all!!!!



